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Members of the Commission:

The Canadian Nuclear Workers Council (CNWC) was founded in 1993 as an umbrella organization of workers who are represented by unions in various sectors of the Canadian nuclear industry. 

The Canadian Nuclear Workers Council is pleased to have this opportunity to provide you with our submission in this regard. We appear on behalf of nuclear industry workers in Canada and in support of our council member, the United Steel Workers (USW) local 14193 which represents the workers at Zircatec Precision Industries Inc.

The CNWC is in full support of the submission by the USW local 14193.

Representatives of Zircatec and the USW Local 14163 have kept the CNWC members updated on developments in regards to the Slightly Enriched Uranium Candu Fuel Production Proposal at our annual convention for the past few years. Our last convention was held in September 2007.

As do all of the member organizations of the CNWC, USWA Local 14193 holds health and safety of workers to be paramount. Management and the union continue to have a very good understanding and good working relationship. The CNWC fully endorses and supports the very active health and safety culture promoted and established by the USW and Zircatec. We understand that representatives of the local union have worked with Zircatec management to establish many safety policies and practices to address the safety issues created by this new Production Proposal.
The plant Safety Committee consists of both union and management representatives. It meets monthly to address any and all health and safety issues. Monthly meetings well exceed the requirements for the frequency of meetings required under Federal Law for this type of workplace.
During regular CNSC audits of the workplace, union and management representatives from the Safety Committee accompany the Commission inspectors. The Safety Committee has the authority to initiate action, and require a response within specific time limits, on any matter judged by Commission inspectors to require attention and improvement.

Zircatec’s operations continue to receive positive community and industry response. Members of Port Hope City Council and local residents have toured the plant. They have been invariably impressed by the clean and orderly condition of the workplace. Delegates from other CNWC member organizations and representatives from other nuclear industry companies who have toured the plant have been similarly impressed by the plant’s cleanliness and the priority given to worker health and safety.

There are many Nuclear Workers living with their families in the Port Hope area. They work at Darlington Nuclear Generating Station, Pickering Nuclear Generating Station, and/or the Camaeco Fuel Processing facility in Port Hope. They are aware of the Zircarec Facility and have no concerns with the new proposed process.
In October 2007 a group of Union leaders form Argentina toured the Cameco facility. Several of these Trade Unionist work in a similar facility in Argentina. After touring the facility and talking to the local Union and Company representatives these visitors conveyed to us that they were very impressed by the cleanliness, professionalism, knowledge of the workers etc of the site. They had learned many safety related issues of which they will be attempting to implement at their facilities in Argentina. This provided us with a check in the system when workers from a very similar facility in another country give our facilities very high marks.

The USW is a union that holds the health and Safety of their members at the top of their agenda. The USW has taken on several major health, safety and environmental campaigns over the years. This fact alone should assure the public that if there were any unsafe or environmental issues at the facility the USW would be insisting that they were addresses.

The leadership of USW Local 14193 continues to assure the public that the Zircatec facility operates in a safe manner and is a great benefit to the community. These workers have appeared before council, met with local and national politicians etc to convey this message. 

The workers at this facility live with their families in Port Hope and the surrounding communities. These people would be first to raise the flag if anything arises that had the possibility of harming the health and safety of their families or the environment.

The CNWC supports that Zircatec is being operated in a safe manner and that the new process will have no adverse affects on the environment or the health and safety of the community and/or the workers.
Respectfully submitted by:

David Shier – President - CNWC
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