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Members of the Commission:

The Canadian Nuclear Workers Council (CNWC) was founded in 1993 as an umbrella organization of workers who are represented by unions in various sectors of the Canadian nuclear industry. The purpose and objectives of the council is attached as Appendix A
The Canadian Nuclear Workers Council hereby registers its support for and urges the relicensing of the Darlington Nuclear Generating Station.  One of our major members, the Power Workers Union (PWU), represents operations and maintenance staff at the generating station, and this submission is made with their agreement and support.

As we have stated in previous submissions to the Commission, the CNWC holds health and safety of workers to be paramount. We believe that a safe work environment which results in a very good safety culture creates a workplace that is operated in a very safe manner. The presence of the on-site CNSC staff that continually review and monitor the safety of this facility also helps to ensure the safe operation of the Generating Station.  

Many of the station staff live nearby with their families, this demonstrates their confidence in the safety of the facility.
You are aware that OPG management and the PWU have established a strong working relationship. The CNWC fully endorses and supports the very active health and safety culture promoted and established by the PWU and OPG.  However, if there was any health and safety matter of potential threat to workers and their families that was not being addressed expeditiously, please be assured that it would be brought quickly to your attention by the PWU, the CNWC, or both.

The CNWC suggest that the above evidence of the high priority given to safety should help ensure the public that the Darlington Generating Station is a safe facility and does not pose a safety threat to the community.

Our members recognize that the continued safe operation of the Darlington Generating Station is imperative for the health of the Ontario economy and the safety of its residents. 

The Darlington Station produces clean environmentally friendly power to the Ontario Electricity Grid.

The CNWC is aware of strong community support for Darlington. The station is held in high regard as a good corporate citizen and as a potential employer for local youth seeking interesting and well-paying jobs.

Conclusion

There are therefore a number of very strong health, social, and economic reasons for the Darlington relicensing. If there was any unresolved health or safety operational related matter of concern to our members which would preclude relicensing it would be imperative that we bring it to your attention. We are not aware of any such concern.
We therefore fully support the relicensing of the Darlington Nuclear Generating Station. 

David Shier - President - CNWC

APPENDIX A
Purpose of the CNWC

1. To ensure that the views, concerns and interests of nuclear industry workers represented by unions or worker associations are brought to the attention of governments, regulatory authorities, nuclear energy related inquiries, the media, and members of the public.

2. To promote, through dissemination of factual information based on the experience and knowledge of our workers, a better understanding of the social, industrial, and economic benefits of nuclear energy, in particular:

i)
 its safety, environmental soundness, and economic viability;

ii)
 its role as a creator of high quality jobs;

iii)
 its importance to Canada’s industrial competitiveness and exports;

iv)
its major contribution towards enhancing Canada’s expertise in science, engineering, technology, and skilled trades.

3. To communicate with and inform Canadian workers in other sectors of the Canadian economy of these benefits of nuclear energy.

Objectives of the CNWC

To carry out its purpose the objectives of Council are to:

i)   maintain and enhance a data base to provide more factual and authoritative information on nuclear issues;

ii)   facilitate a better informed public by providing information on nuclear issues;

provide a focus to ensure that the interests and perspective of nuclear workers are heard by decision makers;

iii)   strengthen the role of nuclear workers as a partner in their industry;

iv)   gain support for the nuclear industry and its future potential.

PAGE  
1

